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lessor of English Litciaturc. We attended his classes, we
took private lessons from him, we shared his hospitality,
and we benefited by his kind, friendly, and cvcr-hclpful
advice. His house is as well known to us as our own, aiid
his study—the walls of which, on every side, are lined
with books—has been the scene of many a pleasant hour
of instruction and advice."
The regard which Romcsh Dult had for his Professor
was fully reciprocated by the latter, for in writing about
Romesh Chundcr and his friends, Professor Morlcy stated :
"They came to this country well-educated, were libe-
ral of mind, most friendly to England, amiable, upright and
indefatigably hard-working men, in character and general
attainment answering to the best class of English students.
They worked steadily for at least twelve, usually fourteen,
fifteen, sixteen hours a day, as men well might who had
staked so much as they were staking on success in the
required examination".
The hard work paid, for when the results of the Com-
petitive Examination of 1869 were announced, Romcsh
Dutt not only figured among the successful candidates, but
stood third in order of merit, His two friends, Surcndra-
nath Banerjea and Bfeharilal Gupta, were also successful, as
also a fourth Indian, Sripad Babaji Thakur of Bombay. This
was no mean achievement for the four Indians who, in the
words of Professor Morley, had to "maintain themselves
alone in a strange country, for the chance—which experi-
ence declared to be a bad chance—of beating two< or three
hundred Englishmen on their own ground in their own sub-
jects, of study",
In the midst of the heavy preoccupation and the beset-
ting anxiety for the Competitive Examination during 1868,
however, Romesh Dutt found time to travel and observe
closely the country lie found himself in. In fact, his fondness

